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NOTICE TO MARINERS 

No. 15 of 2026 
 

Complex towage operation – Navigation Restrictions [UPDATE] 

This notice should be read in conjunction with: 

• Chart 1773 / 1777 / 1765 

• Port of Cork Company Navigation Byelaws – www.portofcork.ie  

• Maritime Safety Act of 2005  

• Harbours Act of 1996 as amended 

• Port of Cork Company Website, Notice to Mariners, Passage Plans etc 

Mariners are advised that on Friday 17th of July 2026 at about 1830 hrs a large vessel, the mv Matthew IMO 

9228150  MMSI 356182000 will be towed from Marino Point to Sea by multiple towing vessels. 

The mv Matthew will have no propulsion, limited steerage and will be supported by 4 tugs. 

 Main Towing Vessel – Foteini 

 Supporting Towing vessels: DSG Alex, DSG Titan & Ocean Challenger 

The mv Matthew will be restricted in its ability to manoeuvre 

Shipping movements as well as leisure traffic will be restricted for the duration of the tow. The mv Matthew and 

the towing vessels shall have priority in main navigation channel within the Port of Cork Company’s statutory 

jurisdiction for the duration of its departure manoeuvre. 

Mariners are reminded of their obligations under the byelaws and their attention is drawn to the International 

Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs) – in particular:  

Rule 9 – Narrow Channels  

Rule 18 - Responsibilities Between Vessels 

All other non-commercial or small vessels are requested to pass the vessel by a wide margin, to avoid crossing 

ahead of the tow and stay out of the channel or in its margins for the intended passage route. Vessel will be 

following passage plan 12 for the departure (see www.portofcork.ie/passageplans/ or below for reference).  

Failure to comply with COLREG and the byelaws is an offence and may lead to prosecution.  

All vessels must follow any directions issued by the Harbour Master as they are relayed. 

VHF Channel 12 should be monitored for updates from Cork Harbour Radio by nearby vessels.  

 

By order, 

Nicholas Bourke 

Harbour Master 

Port of Cork Company, Tivoli Terminal Building, Tivoli Docks & Industrial Estate, Tivoli, Cork   

http://www.portofcork.ie/
https://www.portofcork.ie/
http://www.portofcork.ie/passageplans/
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